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Dear Mr. Parsons:

This is in response to your letter dated January 15, 2004 concerning the
shareholder proposal submitted to ExxonMobil by Kay J. Bandell. Our response is
attached to the enclosed photocopy of your correspondence. By doing this, we avoid
having to recite or summarize the facts set forth in the correspondence. Copies of all of
the correspondence also will be provided to the proponent.

In connection with this matter, your attention is directed to the enclosure, which
sets forth a brief discussion of the Division’s informal procedures regarding shareholder
proposals.

Smcerely

Godow 7l

ESSED . Martin P. Dunn
PR@C Deputy Director
200k
Enclosures MAR 10
THOMSOR
cc: Kay J. Bandell A
11065 East Imperial Highway
Apartment 17
Norwalk, CA 90650-2223
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972 444 1478 Telephone

972 444 1432 Facsimile

james.e.parsons @ exxonmaobil.com
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January 15, 2004

VIA Network Courier 2
U. S. Securities and Exchange Commission “oo
Division of Corporation Finance =

Office of Chief Counsel malR
450 Fifth Street, N.W. i =
Washington, DC 20549 =

RE:  Securities Exchange Act of 1934 -- Section 14(a); Rule 14a-8

Omission of Shareholder Proposal Regarding Response to Media Story on
Equatorial Guinea

Gentlemen and Ladies:

Enclosed as Exhibit 1 are copies of correspondence between Ms. Kay Bandell and
Exxon Mobil Corporation regarding a shareholder proposal for ExxonMobil's upcoming
annual meeting. We intend to omit the proposal from our proxy material for the meeting
for the reasons explained below. To the extent this letter raises legal issues, it is my
opinion as counsel for ExxonMobil.

The proposal relates to a segment of the television program "60 Minutes" on
November 16, 2003, relating to Equatorial Guinea. The segment included coverage of
ExxonMobil's business operations and relationship with the national government in that
country.

To the extent the proposal can be read as a reasonable request for information about
ExxonMobil's operations in Equatorial Guinea, the proposal has been substantially
implemented and may be omitted under Rule 14a-8(i)(10). Residual aspects of the
proposal may be omitted as relating to ExxonMobil's ordinary business under Rule 14a-
8(i)(7) or as being vague and indefinite under Rule 14a-8(i)(3)."

' The staff has previously permitted omission of multi-part proposals on multiple grounds. See Exxon
Corporation (available February 28, 1992) (proposal may be omitted where key aspect of proposal had been
substantially implemented and residual aspects of proposal related to ordinary business operations).
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Proposal has been substantially implemented.

ExxonMobil has several exploration and production projects offshore Equatorial
Guinea, and Equatorial Guinea is part of a broad company commitment to the West Africa
region. The company regularly informs shareholders and the public about its operations
and activities in this area. A search of ExxonMobil's website for "Equatorial Guinea”
yields approximately 90 results. The available material includes press releases concerning
specific project developments; "ExxonMobil in Africa," a report on our presence in the
region that discusses not only our business activities but our commitment to good
corporate citizenship, including our efforts in areas such as safety and health, local
economic development, and local employment; and a special report on ExxonMobil's
efforts to help fight malaria in the region. The information we have already made public
also includes a specific response to the "60 Minutes" segment that gave rise to Ms.
Banedell's proposal, together with copies of ExxonMobil's general statement to "60
Minutes," the written questions posed by "60 Minutes" to the company, and our responses.
See representative materials enclosed as Exhibit 2.

We believe this material more than addresses the fundamental concern of the
shareholder proposal. See Exxon Mobil Corporation (available January 24, 2001)
(information made available by company substantially implemented shareholder proposal
requesting rep(jrt on environmental and human rights impact of Chad-Cameroon pipeline
project).

Proposal relates to ordinary business.

The proposal includes a request for a complete listing of personnel employed in
Equatorial Guinea, including job category and salary. The material cited above includes
discussion of our efforts to promote education and hiring of locals in Equatorial Guinea,
but the level of detail requested by the proposal in this regard amounts to inappropriate
micro-management of our business. None of ExxonMobil's employees in Equatorial
Guinea is an executive officer. Therefore a request of this nature may be omitted under
Rule 14a-8(1)(7). See, for example, Lucent Technologies (available November 6, 2001)
(general compensation matters relate to ordinary business); Merck & Co., Inc. (available
March 7, 2002) (management of workforce relates to ordinary business).

More fundamentally, the motivating concern of the proposal, as the supporting
statement makes clear, is a single segment of the television program "60 Minutes". Ms.
Bandell takes issue with ExxonMobil's handling of this particular media report,
specifically the written responses the company submitted to "60 Minutes" and the fact that
an ExxonMobil representative was not interviewed on camera for the segment. The
proposal also calls for responses to selected public statements made by company critics.

The manner in which a company handles public relations is a matter of ordinary
business and is not the proper subject of a shareholder proposal. See, for example, E. L. du
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Pont de Nemours and Company (available February 23, 1993). In that letter, a proponent
called for the company to take a more active role in publicly opposing the views of
"Greenextremists." The staff concurred that the proposal could be omitted under
paragraph (c)(7) (now paragraph (i)(7)) of Rule 14a-8 as "dealing with the ordinary
business operations of the registrant (i.e., the Company's advertising and public relations
policy)." See also Capital Cities/ABC Inc. (available March 16, 1993) and similar letters
permitting the omission, on similar grounds, of proposals calling for greater balance and
measures to "increase public confidence" in company news programs.’

Proposal is vague and indefinite.

Any residual aspects of the proposal not discussed above are so vague and
indefinite that they may be omitted under Rule 14a-8(i)(3) as being in violation of Rule
14a-9. These include the portions of the proposal asking for the company to "engage
concerns about sheltering the cynically cavalier plundering of all but a minority of
Equatorial Guinea" by its government; "reacting to statements by Human Rights Watch
about EMC's passive acquiescence to abuses"; and "discussing in detail plans to address a
widely disseminated suggestion that EMC functions in Equatorial Guinea as if [sic] a
twenty-first century variation on a nineteenth century robber baron.” These portions of the
proposal amount to nothing more than name-calling without substantive content. The
proposal provides no explanation as to what specific "cynically cavalier" conduct the
company is accused of "sheltering"; to what abuses the company is accused of having
passively acquiesced; or what specific conduct by the company might be considered "a
twenty-first century variation on a nineteenth century robber baron." Without such
explanation, the proposal does not provide sufficient information to enable shareholders to
understand what they are being asked to consider or to enable the company to know what
actions it should take.

For the staff's information, a total of 18 shareholder proposals were submitted to
ExxonMobil this year. Depending on the outcome of ongoing dialogue with various
proponents, we expect to submit between eight and 10 no-action letter requests.
ExxonMobil will only submit letters where we believe good grounds for omission of the
proposal in its entirety exist. Accordingly, we have elected not to submit letters this year
taking issue with particular false or misleading statements that may be contained in the
supporting statements for shareholder proposals. We will instead address those issues to
the extent necessary in our proxy statement responses.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me
directly at 972-444-1478. In my absence, please contact Lisa K. Bork at 972-444-1473.

? On this basis we believe the entire proposal could be omitted under Rule 14a-8(i)(7). In fact, the staff
permits exclusion rather than revision of entire proposals where any portion of the proposal relates to
ordinary business. See, for example, Wal-Mart Stores. Inc. (available March 15, 1999); and Associated
Estates Realty Corporation (available March 23, 2000).
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Please file-stamp the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to me in the enclosed
self-addressed postage-paid envelope. In accordance with SEC rules, I also enclose five
additional copies of this letter and the enclosures. A copy of this letter and the enclosures
is being sent to the proponent.

Sincerely,
)m onl .

James Earl Parsons

JEP/d1

Enclosures

c: w/enc Kay Janet Bandell
11065 East Imperial Highway
Apartment 17

Norwalk, CA 90650-2223




EXHIBIT 1

DEC 1 8 2003

RT MULWVA

tor Exxon Mobil Corporation
from: K. Randell :
date: 18 December 2003

re: shareholder proposal

In conjunction «ith a shareholder proposal sulmitted for
consideration at Exxon Mobil Corporation's next anmial meeting:

and together ~ith a statement fram Merrill Lynch & Comapny,
Incorporated, relating to length of time the shareholder has

omed stock in Exxon Mobil Corporation and the value of that

stock, ~hat folloss w#ill by facsimile on 18 Decamber 2003,

be forsarded to Denis K. losman at (972)444-1505, in support

of inclusion of the proposal and as in a message of o4 December 2003,
electronically generated and mailed by Ms. ILosman, is acoompanying
information ~hich Ms. Ioxsman indicated is required. Please motses.

My name is Kay Janet Bandell., My address is 11065 East Imperial -
Highwsay, Apartment 17, Norsalk, California 90650-2223. ZAssigned
to Kay J, Bandell through an account xith Merrill Lynch & Company,
Incorporated, are tso thousand nine hundred ninety-eight shares
of Exoion Mobil Corporation. I received shares in Mobil Corpora-
tion fram a grandparent ~ho has for more than teenty years

been deceased., When Mobil Corporation merged ~ith Exxon Corpora-
tion, osnership of stock reflected terms of the merger. I shall
retain omership of shares in Exxon Mobil Corporation through -
the assigned date of the campany's next annual meeting,
In reference to residual questions, I can be reached at _
(562)864-8957. In reference to information provided by ©xon
Mobil Corporation, I thank you.

enclosures

SHAREHOLDER RELATIONS

DEC 1 8 2003

NO. OF SHARES
DISTRIBUTION: PTM; WYW: DGIT:
SMD; FLR; REG; JEP: LKB .
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the focus of a uniformly critical and unflattermg segment of
Y60 Minutes," a segment shich, produced through CBS, ~as naticnally
‘televised and w~hich included a statement to the effect that
FMC had refused to be interviesed on the program's terms - that
is, by prerecording, and
shereas, failure to participate on camera left EMC open to
dealing »ith unchallenged allegations about its operations in
Bquatorial Guinea, allegations shich included but ~ere not
limited to the follow~ing:
~ operating offshore both to explore and to extract oil
reserves under terms of a contract authorizing .
appropriation by TMC of more than’ ninety per cent of
profits generated
— cofisciously colluding with a goveroment..sbbse president
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, unabashedly diverts royalties
fram petroleum operations into the service of conspicuous -
consunmption by himself, by membérs of his fawify-=rd by.an
oligarchical circle of politically campatible: sopporters
- opulently dining, ~ining.and-sequestering fram media access
President Obiang during a visit to BMC headjuarters in Texas
~ ignoring blatant human rlghts abuses and sp=cifically
thos? relating to supgression of free speech by Equatorial
Guineans ~ho object to Sociceconamic disparities to shich
EMC has become an accessory and an accomplice - that is,
disparities in access to education, to participation and
to mealth, and
shereas, submitted in sriting to "60 Mimites" on 16 October 2003,
EMC's response to specific guestions about its operations in
Equatorial Guinea, -a study:in ambiguity and in evasion, wagsiand
remains inclusive of almost no corroboratable data about its
alleged stesardship of envirommental and of human rights, and
shereas, personnel from shareholder services and from investor
relations have discouraged Sulmission of a proposal designed
to facilitate public exploration about and illumination of its
position relating to the types of charges heretofore cited,
therefore, be it resolved that as.an addendum to Exxon™. .
Mobil Corporation's 2005 anmal report, an addendum il
universally available, 1nformat10n about its operations in
Equatorial Guinea ~ill be included and #ill cover but not be
limited to the follo~ing:
- replicating questions posed in ~riting by "60 Mimates”
and EMC's responses
- accounting for the national origins and numbers of
personnel employed in Equatorial Guinea, for assigned
job categories and far salaries
~ engaging concerns abaut sheltering the cynically cavalier -
plundering of all but a minority of Equatorial Guineans by
President Obiang and co}x)rts — e
- reactmg to statements by Human Rights Watch about
mMC's passive acquiescence to abuses. shich, if allosed
to remain wnchecked, may help murture a template of

potentially explosive dissent
- discussing in detail plans to address a ~idely disseminated

suggestion that EMC functions in Equatorial Guinea as if
a twsenty-first century variation on a nineteenth century

robber baron. :

K. Bandell
18 December 2003
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145 S. State College Blvd., Suite 300

Brea, CA 92821

TO: Exxon Mobil Corporation

FROM: Merrill Lynch & Company, Incorporated
RE: Please See Below

Date: December 17, 2003

This is to certify that our client, Kay J. Bandell, has for more than one year maintained
common stock of Exxon Mobil Corporation in her account with Merrill Lynch, valuye that
exceeded two thousand dollars.

We are providing the above information as you requested. The information is provided
as a service to you and 15 obtained from data we believe to be accurate. However, Mermill
Lynch considers our monthly statements to be the official documentation of all
transactions.

Please feel free to contact me with relevant questions at 714-257-4416. Thank you

Joseph Yu
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Copy: K. Bandell




-Exxon Mobil Corporation Patrick T. Mulva
5959 Las Colinas Boulevard Vice President, Investor Relations
Irving, Texas 75039-2298 and Secretary

Ex¢onMobil

December 19, 2003

VIA UPS - OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

Ms. Kay Janet Bandell
11065 East Imperial Highway
Apartment 17

Norwalk, CA 90650-2223

Dear Ms. Bandel:

This will acknowledge receipt of the proposal concerning a response to the recent "60 Minutes”
piece on Equatorial Guinea, which you have submitted in connection with ExxonMobil's 2004

annual meeting of shareholders.

Rule 14a-8(b)(1) (copy enclosed) requires that, in order to be eligible to submit a proposal, you
must have continuously held at least $2,000 in market value of the company's securities entitled to
vote at the meeting for at least one year by the date you submit a proposal. Your proposal was
received in our office on December 18, 2003. The letter you enclosed from Merrili Lynch is dated
December 17 and therefore fails to demonstrate ownership at the time of submission as required by
Rule 14a-8(b)(2)(i). Also, the verification of ownership must be submitted by the record holder of
the securities. We are not able to verify from our transfer agent's records that Merrill Lynch is a
record holder of securities for your benefit. Therefore, your response should include evidence
-documenting that Merrill Lynch is in fact the record holder of your securities or appropriate
documentation from the actual holder of record. Your response adequately correcting these
problems must be postmarked, or transmitted electronically, to us no later than 14 days from
the date you receive this notification.

You should note that, if your proposal is not withdrawn or excluded, you or a representative, who is
qualified under New Jersey law to present the proposal on your behalf, must attend the annual
meeting in person to present the proposal.

We are interested in continuing our discussion on this proposal with you and will contact you in the
near future.

Sincerely,

| Enclosure @ O/%@




UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

RULE 14a.8

Rule §240.14a-8. Shareholder Proposals

This section addresses when a company must include a shareholder's proposal
in its proxy statement and identify the proposal in its form of proxy when the company
holds an annual or special meeting of shareholders. In summary, in order to have your
shareholder proposal included on a company's proxy card, and included along with any
supporting statement in its proxy statement, you must be eligible and follow certain
procedures. Under a few specific circumstances, the company is permitted to exclude
your proposal, but only after submitting its reasons to the Commission. We structured
this section in a question-and-answer format so that it is easier to understand. The
references to "you" are to a shareholder seeking to submit the proposal.

(a) Question 1: What is a proposal?

A shareholder proposal is your recommendation or requirement that the
company and/or its board of directors take action, which you intend to present at a
meeting of the company's shareholders. Your proposal should state as clearly as
possible the course of action that you believe the company should follow. If your
proposal is placed on the company's proxy card, the company must also provide in the
form of proxy means for shareholders to specify by boxes a choice between approval or
disapproval, or abstention. Unless otherwise indicated, the word "proposal" as used in
this section refers both to your proposal, and to your corresponding statement in
support of your proposal (if any).

(b) Question 2: Who is eligible to submit a proposal, and how do |
demonstrate to the company that | am eligible?

(1) In order to be eligible to submit a proposal, you must have continuously held
at least $2,000 in market value, or 1%, of the company's securities entitled to be voted
on the proposal at the meeting for at least one year by the date you submit the
proposal. You must continue to hold those securities through the date of the meeting.




(2) If you are the registered holder of your securities, which means that your
name appears in the company’s records as a shareholder, the company can verify your
eligibility on its own, although you will still have to provide the company with a written
statement that you intend to continue to hold the securities through the date of the
meeting of shareholders. However, if like many shareholders you are not a registered
holder, the company likely does not know that you are a shareholder, or how many
shares you own. In this case, at the time you submit your proposal, you must prove your
eligibility to the company in one of two ways:

() The first way is to submit to the company a written statement from the "record”
holder of your securities (usually a broker or bank) verifying that, at the time you
submitted your proposal, you continuously held the securities for at least one year. You
must also include your own written statement that you intend to continue to hold the
securities through the date of the meeting of shareholders; or

(ii) The second way to prove ownership applies only if you have filed a Schedule
13D (§240.13d-101), Schedule 13G (§240.13d-102), Form 3 (§249.103 of this chapter),
Form 4 (§249.104 of this chapter) and/for Form 5 (§249.105 of this chapter), or
amendments to those documents or updated forms, reflecting your ownership of the
shares as of or before the date on which the one-year eligibility period begins. If you
have filed one of these documents with the SEC, you may demonstrate your eligibility
by submitting to the company:

(A) A copy of the schedule and/or form, and any subsequent amendments
reporting a change in your ownership level,

(B) Your written statement that you continuously held the required number of
shares for the one-year period as of the date of the statement; and

(C) Your written statement that you intend to continue ownership of the shares
through the date of the company’s annual or special meeting.

(c) Question 3: How many proposals may | submit?
Each shareholder may submit no more than one proposal to a company for a
particular shareholders’ meeting.

(d) Question 4: How long can my proposal be?

The proposal, including any accompanying supporting statement, may not
exceed 500 words. :

(e) Question 5: What is the deadline for submitting a proposal?




(1) If you are submitting your proposal for the company's annual meeting, you
can in most cases find the deadline in last year's proxy statement. However, if the
company did not hold an annual meeting last year, or has changed the date of its
meeting for this year more than 30 days from last year's meeting, you can usually find
the deadline in one of the company’s quarterly reports on Form 10-Q (§249.308a of this
chapter) or 10-QSB (§249.308b of this chapter), or in shareholder reports of investment
companies under §270.30d-1 of this chapter of the Investment Company Act of 1940. In
order to avoid controversy, shareholders should submit their proposals by means,
including electronic means, that permit them to prove the date of delivery.

(2) The deadline is calculated in the following manner if the proposal is submitted
for a regularly scheduled annual meeting. The proposal must be received at the
company's principal executive offices not less than 120 calendar days before the date of
the company's proxy statement released to shareholders in connection with the
previous year's annual meeting. However, if the company did not hold an annual
meeting the previous year, or if the date of this year's annual meeting has been
changed by more than 30 days from the date of the previous year's meeting, then the
deadline is a reasonable time before the company begins to print and mail its proxy

materials.

(3) If you are submitting your proposal for a meeting of shareholders other than a
regularly scheduled annual meeting, the deadline is a reasonable time before the
company begins to print and mail its proxy materials.

(f) Question 6: What if I fail to follow one of the eligibility or procedural
requirements explained in answers to Questions 1 through 4 of this section?

(1) The company may exclude your proposal, but only after it has notified you of
the problem, and you have failed adequately to correct it. Within 14 calendar days of
receiving your proposal, the company must notify you in writing of any procedural or
eligibility deficiencies, as well as of the time frame for your response. Your response
must be postmarked , or transmitted electronically, no later than 14 days from the date
you received the company's notification. A company need not provide you such notice
of a deficiency if the deficiency cannot be remedied, such as if you fail to submit a
proposal by the company's properly determined deadline. If the company intends to
exclude the proposal, it will later have to make a submission under §240.14a-8 and
provide you with a copy under Question 10 below, §240.14a-8(j).

(2) If you fail in your promise to hold the required number of securities through
the date of the meeting of shareholders, then the company will be permitted to exclude
all of your proposals from its proxy materials for any meeting held in the following two
' calendar years.

(9) Question 7: Who has the burden of persuading the Commission or its
staff that my proposal can be excluded?




Except as otherwise noted, the burden is on the company to demonstrate that it
is entitled to exclude a proposal.

(h) Question 8: Must | appear personally at the shareholders’ meeting to
present the proposal?

(1) Either you, or your representative who is qualified under state law to present
the proposal on your behalf, must attend the meeting to present the proposal. Whether
you attend the meeting yourself or send a qualified representative to the meeting in your
place, you should make sure that you, or your representative, follow the proper state
law procedures for attending the meeting and/or presenting your proposat.

(2) If the company holds its shareholder meeting in whole or in part via electronic
media, and the company permits you or your representative to present your proposal
via such media, then you may appear through electronic media rather than traveling to
the meeting to appear in person.

(3) If you or your qualified representative fail to appear and present the proposal,
without good cause, the company will be permitted to exclude all of your proposals from
its proxy materials for any meetings held in the following two calendar years.

(i) Question 9: If | have complied with the procedural requirements, on
what other bases may a company rely to exclude my proposal?

(1) Improper Under State Law:. If the proposal is not a proper subject for action
by shareholders under the laws of the jurisdiction of the company's organization;

Note to paragraph (i}(1): Depending on the subject matter, some proposals are
not considered proper under state law if they would be binding on the company if
approved by shareholders. In our experience, most proposals that are cast as
recommendations or requests that the board of directors take specified action are
proper under state law. Accordingly, we will assume that a proposal drafted as a
recommendation or suggestion is proper unless the company demonstrates otherwise.

(2) Violation of Law: If the proposal would, if implemented, cause the company
to violate any state, federal, or foreign law to which it is subject;
Note to paragraph (i)(2): We will not apply this basis for exclusion to permit exclusion of
a proposal on grounds that it would violate foreign law if compliance with the foreign law
would result in a violation of any state or federal law.

(3) Violation of Proxy Rules: If the proposal or supporting stétement is contrary
to any of the Commission's proxy rules, including §240.14a-9, which prohibits materially
false or misleading statements in proxy soliciting materials;




(4) Personal Grievance; Special Interest: If the proposal relates to the redress of
a personal claim or grievance against the company or any other person, or if it is
designed to result in a benefit to you, or to further a personal interest, which is not
shared by the other shareholders at large;

(5) Relevance: If the proposal relates to operations which account for less than 5
percent of the company's total assets at the end of its most recent fiscal year, and for
less than 5 percent of its net earnings and gross sales for its most recent fiscal year,
and is not otherwise significantly related to the company's business;

(6) Absence of Power/Authority: If the company would lack the power or
authority to implement the proposal;

(7) Management Functions: If the proposal deals with a matter relating to the
company's ordinary business operations;

(8) Relates to Election: If the proposal relates to an election for membership on
the company's board of directors or analogous governing body;

(9) Conflicts with Company's Proposal: If the proposal directly conflicts with one
of the company's own proposals to be submitted to shareholders at the same meeting;
Note to paragraph (i)(9): A company's submission to the Commission under this section
should specify the points of conflict with the company's proposal.

(10) Substantially Implemented: If the company has already substantially
implemented the proposal;

(11) Duplication: If the proposal substantially duplicates another proposal
previously submitted to the company by another proponent that will be included in the
company's proxy materials for the same meeting;

(12) Resubmissions: [f the proposal deals with substantially the same subject
matter as another proposal or proposals that has or have been previously included in
the company's proxy materials within the preceding 5 calendar years, a company may
exclude it from its proxy materials for any meeting held within 3 calendar years of the
last time it was included if the proposal received:

() Less than 3% of the vote if proposed once within the preceding 5 calendar
years;

(1) Less than 6% of the vote on its last submission to shareholders if proposed
twice previously within the preceding 5 calendar years; or

(iii) Less than 10% of the vote on its last submission to shareholders if proposed
three times or more previously within the preceding 5 calendar years; and




(13) Specific amount of dividends: If the proposal relates to specific amounts of
cash or stock dividends.

(i) Question 10: What procedures must the company follow if it intends to
exclude my proposal?

(1) If the company intends to exclude a proposal from its proxy materials, it must
file its reasons with the Commission no later than 80 calendar days before it files its
definitive proxy statement and form of proxy with the Commission. The company must
simultaneously provide you with a copy of its submission. The Commission staff may
permit the company to make its submission later than 80 days before the company files
its definitive proxy statement and form of proxy, if the company demonstrates good
cause for missing the deadline.

(2) The company must file six paper copies of the following:
(1) The proposal;

(ii) An explanation of why the company believes that it may exclude the proposal,
which should, if possible, refer to the most recent applicable authority, such as prior
Division letters issued under the rule; and

(i) A supporting opinion of counsel when such reasons are based on matters of
state or foreign law.

(k) Question 11: May | submit my own statement to the Commission
responding to the company's arguments?

Yes, you may submit a response, but it is not required. You should try to submit
any response to us, with a copy to the company, as soon as possible after the company
makes its submission. This way, the Commission staff will have time to consider fully
your submission before it issues its response. You should submit six paper copies of
your response.

(1) Question 12: If the company includes my shareholder proposal in its
proxy materials, what information about me must it include along with the
proposal itseif?

(1) The company's proxy statement must include your name and address, as well
as the number of the company’s voting securities that you hold. However, instead of
providing that information, the company may instead include a statement that it will
provide the information to shareholders promptly upon receiving an oral or written
request.

(2) The company is not responsible for the contents of your proposal or
supporting statement.




(m) Question 13: What can | do if the company includes in its proxy
- statement reasons why it believes shareholders should not vote in favor of my
proposal, and | disagree with some of its statements?

(1) The company may elect to include in its proxy statement reasons why it
believes shareholders should vote against your proposal. The company is allowed to
make arguments reflecting its own point of view, just as you may express your own
point of view in your proposal's supporting statement.

(2) However, if you believe that the company's opposition to your proposal
contains materially false or misleading statements that may violate our anti-fraud rule,
§240.14a-9, you should promptly send to the Commission staff and the company a
letter explaining the reasons for your view, along with a copy of the company's
statements opposing your proposal. To the extent possible, your letter should include
specific factual information demonstrating the inaccuracy of the company's claims. Time
permitting, you may wish to try to work out your differences with the company by
yourself before contacting the Commission staff.

(3) We require the company to send you a copy of its statements opposing your
proposal before it mails its proxy materials, so that you may bring to our attention any
materially false or misleading statements, under the following timeframes:

(i) If our no-action response requires that you make revisions to your proposal or
supporting statement as a condition to requiring the company to include it in its proxy
materials, then the company must provide you with a copy of its opposition statements
no later than 5 calendar days after the company receives a copy of your revised
proposal; or

(i) In all other cases, the company must provide you with a copy of its opposition
statements no later than 30 calendar days before its files definitive copies of its proxy
statement and form of proxy under §240.14a-6.
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Status:

Rescheduled Delivery:

Shipped to:

Shipped or Billed on:

Tracking Number:
Service Type:

Exception

[ Rescheduled ]

Dec 24, 2003

NORWALK, CA, US

Dec 19, 2003

1Z 751 05X 01 4380 414 7

Package Progress:

Date
Dec 23, 2003

Dec 22, 2003

Dec 21, 2003
Dec 20, 2003
Dec 19, 2003

NEXT DAY AIR
Time Location
10:20 A.M. CERRITOS, CA, US
9:44 A M. CERRITOS, CA, US
5:13 AM, CERRITOS, CA, US
1:19 A.M. CERRITOS, CA, US
12:24 AM. ONTARIQ, CA, US
3:11 P.M. ONTARIO, CA, US
6:03 P.M. DALLAS/FT. WORTH A/P, TX, US
10:33 P.M. DALLAS/FT. WORTH A/P, TX, US
10:02 P.M. DALLAS, TX, US
8:30 P.M. DALLAS, TX, US
6:14 P.M, us
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RECEIVER UNAVAILABLE, 2ND
ATTEMPT

RECEIVER NOT IN ON 1ST DEI
ATTEMPT

OUT FOR DELIVERY

ARRIVAL SCAN

DEPARTURE SCAN

ARRIVAL SCAN

DEPARTURE SCAN

ARRIVAL SCAN

DEPARTURE SCAN

ORIGIN SCAN

BILLING INFORMATION RECET

Tracking results provided by UPS: Dec 23, 2003 3:42 P.M. Eastern Time (USA)
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@g Merrill Lynch

145 S. State College Blvd., Suite 300
Brea, CA 92821

TO: Exxon Mobil Corporation

FROM: Merrill Lynch & Company, Incorporated
RE: Please See Below

Date: December 18, 2003

This is to certify that our client, Kay J. Bandell, has for more than one year maintained
common stock of Exxon Mobil Corporation in her account with Merrill Lynch, value that
exceeded two thousand dollars. Merrill Lynch and Company Inc. is officially the record
holder of these Exxon Mobil Corporation shares on behalf of Miss Kay J. Bandell.

We are providing the above information as you requested. The information is provided
as a service to you and is obtained from data we believe to be accurate. However, Merrill
Lynch considers our monthly statements to be the official documentation of all
transactions.

Please feel free to contact me with relevant questions at 714-257-4416. Thank you.

Joseph Yu
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Copy: K. Bandell
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EXHIBIT 2

Worldwide

Qur Brands

Our Company Your Industry

ExxonMobil Starts Production at Southern Expansion Project Offshore
Guinea

IRVING, Texas (July 30, 2003) -- Exxon Mobil Corporation announced
today that its subsidiary, Mobil Equatorial Guinea, Inc. (MEG!), has started
production from the Southern Expansion Area (SEA) of the Zafiro field,
offshore Equatorial Guinea.

The SEA project, utilizing a Floating Production, Storage and Offloading
(FPSQ) vessel and subsea well infrastructure, is expected to recover more
than 150 millicn barrels of oil. Production through the FPSO is expected to
add about 110,000 barrels of oil per day to current Zafiro production,
increasing the total field capacity to 300,000 barrels of oil a day.

"The Zafiro expansion project is the second deployment of ExxonMobil's
Early Production System (EPS) offshore West Africa and another example
of our leadership in project management and execution. By utilizing an EPS
we were able to bring the project on-stream in just 19 months," said Morris
Foster, president, ExxonMobil Development Company.

ExxenMobil's continued investment in hydrocarbon development and in the
community provides direct and indirect economic benefits and opportunities
for the development and employment of nationals in construction, drilling
and production operations.

The Zafiro field, located on Block B, is approximately 40 miles (65
kilometers) northwest of Malabo in water depths of 1400-2800 feet (425-
850 meters). Production from the Zafiro field began in August 1996.

Participants in Block B are ExxonMobil's subsidiary, Mobil Equatorial
Guinea, Inc. (operator, 71.25 percent), Devon Energy Corporation (23.75
percent), and the Government of Equatorial Guinea (5 percent).

ExxonMobil is the largest oil producer in Equatorial Guinea, operating two
blocks covering approximately 1.2 million acres offshore the island of Bioko.

CAUTIONARY STATEMENT: Estimates, expectations, and business plans
in this release are forward-locking statements. Actual future results,
including resource recoveries, production rates, and project plans and
schedules, could differ materially due to changes in market conditions
affecting the oil and gas industry, political developments, technical or
operating factors, and other factors discussed under the heading "Factors
Affecting Future Results” included in ltem 1 of ExxonMobil's most recent
Form 10-K and posted on our website (www.exxonmobil.com). References
to quantities of cil and gas include amcunts that are not yet classified as
proved reserves but that we believe will be produced in the future.

ExxonMobil News Media Desk: (713) 856-4376

@ Copyright 2001 Exxon Mobit Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Help | Sitemap | ContactUs |

http://www.exxonmobil.com/Corporate/Newsroom/Newsreleases/xom_nr_300703.asp
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ExxonMobil in Africa

Energy for growth
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Sustained economic growth is
at the heart of this path and cap-
turing the full benefit of Africa’s
resources is both a tremendous
challenge and a majer opportu-

nity.

ExxonMobil has been present in
Africa for over 100 years and

Energy for growtl

strongly believes in its future. We
want to continue our partnership
with Africa to help supply the
energy needed for future growth
and development. Qur commit-
ment is reflected in our business
presence, with operations in
most African countries, whether
in exploration and production or

@ Has beenactive’in Africa for more than 100 years

e Epresent most African nations

® Has a network of aimost 2,000 service stations

e Employs more than 5,000 people directly, and over

50 000 mdu'ectly

&frica is immensely gified: vich in talent and
human resources, wide ranging in s beauty
and diversity, and shundant in naturad resoumes.
These inherent strangths are unigue, and tak-
en together they offer Africa the chance to budld
a better future.

the sale of end products to
industry and consumers.

With our oil and gas production
output expected to triple in the
next three years and many other
projects to follow, we will con-
tinue to invest significantly in
Africa.

Safety and healtl

We are working constantly to
drive injuries, ilinesses and
operational incidents to zero.

In Africa we are coming ever
closer to achieving this goal,
despite the problems faced by
the naturally challenging envi-
ronment. We are investing in
solutions to these problems on
different levels. For example,
we contribute to basic research

fighting the causes of malaria,
and distribute insecticide-ireat-
ed bed nets to those most vul-
nerable.

Everything we do is done with
safety in mind. Qur main tool
for achieving leading levels of
performance is our Operations
Integrity Management System,
which provides a framework
and gives specific guidance for

our primary concern

every operation in the compa-
ny. But without management
and employee commitment
every day, we wouldn’t be able
to achieve our aim that
“Nobody Gets Hurt.”

We don’t stop, however, with
our own persennel. ExxonMobil
expects our contractors to
adhere to the same standards
we set for ourselves.



Az with any speculstive venture, the guality of the in-
vestment spporiunity is g function of the “risk/reward”
eguation. Today, Exzonifobil believes that the balance is
tirmiy tinped In faver of Africa.

ExxonMobil is one of the largest
oil producers in Africa, currently
concentrating production in five
nations. Today, ExxonMobil par-
ticipates in production of about
one million barrels per day
(gross) in Nigeria, Equatorial
Guinea, Angola and Cameroon.
Production in Chad is expected
to start in 2003. We also have
made discoveries in the
Republic of Congo.

We are currently participating in
oil and gas development pro-
jects with an estimated total cost
of US $30 billion.

Over the last five years, Africa
has represented 25% of
ExxonMobil rescurce additions
worldwide, making it the single
largest region of reserve addi-
tions for the company. We are
also stepping up production,
and by 2005 expect to increase
daily preduction by two million
barrels to just above three million
(gross).

Maijor new production fields will
come online between 2003 and
20086 including Chad (Doba
block), Equatorial Guinea (Zafiro),
Angola (Xikomba, Kizomba A,
Kizomba B, Dalia} and Nigeria
(Bonga, Erha and Yoho).

f Older fields, new oil &

For many years Nigeria's Ubit field production
was limited to 30,000 barrels of oil per day.
Then in the mid 1990s, an ExxonMobil 3-D sur-
vey unlocked the field’s true potential.
Production was raised to 130,000 barrels per
day with estimated proven reserves almost
doubling to one billion cil-equivalent barrels.
BExxonMobil has also launched the East Area
Additional Oil Recovery Project that will reinject
gas to greatly improve oil recovery from several
older fields and eliminate routine gas flaring.

arketing and sales:

a network across the continent

Exxonblobil is one of the Ieading fuel and lubricants re-
tatlers in Africa. s average 20% market share makes it
ane of the established plavers in most markets where it

is preosent.

Today, ExxonMobil sells fuel in
over 30 African nations through
a network of almost 2,000 Esso-
or Mobil-branded service sta-
tions. Across the continent, our
full-service stations deliver about
19 million liters of fuel to over
one million customers each day.

Qur lubricants division is a mar-
ket leader in Africa supplying
hundreds of lubricants products
under the two master brands,
Esso and Mobil, for passenger
vehicles, trucks and industries

in almost every country. Mobil 1
~ the world’s leading synthetic
motor oil - is our flagship brand,
and will become the brand focus
for alf premium lube bay invest-
ments. ExxonMobi! also has
equity in 12 lubricant blending
plants, and 60 distribution cen-
ters throughout Africa.

Mobil 1

with SuperSyn™
is available
throughout Africa.

§Onthe Runk

On the Run is a food court at retail stations that
encourages “fast service and slow eating.”
ExxonMobil opened several pilot restaurants in
1997 working together with Innscor of Zimbabwe.
Since then, a full alfiance has been created fo set
up and run food courts all over Africa.




frica:

§ Chad-Cameroon §

The largest ExxonMobil -
operated oil development
project in continental Africa
is being constructed in
Chad and Cameroon. The
US $3.5 billion project un-
locking one billion barvels of
oil in Chad, has raised the
hope for significant eco-
nomic growth in the country.

The project team consulted

more than 250 international .

aid, health care, human
rights and environmental
groups in the eight years
preceding development,
and tens of thousands of
people expressed their
views in thousands of con-
suftation meetings.

Over 35,000 Chadian and
Cameroonian nationals have
been employed during the
development of the cil
fields, and the construction

www.exxonmobil.com/chad/chad_homepage.asp

of the pipeline. The project
has also led to the upgrad-
ing of the rail system, con-
struction and improvement
of 400 miles of road infra-
structure and the installation
and repair of many new
bridges.

cesasurumanrrroes

Angola, Cameroon, Chad,
Equatorial Guinea, Ghana,
Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Senegal

Main
Presence

Angola, Cameroon, Chad,
Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria,
Republic of Congo, S40 Tomé ;

Angola, Cameroon, Chad,
Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria

6

fMoblt 680

@ %} Sales
% 3500

? Exploration

Oil and gas production

ldéﬁﬁﬂing the four main regions and the main
ExxonMobil activities in each of these regions.

Esso and/ or
Mobil branded

Mobil service stations

Started  Nigeria, 1907

SRR

Lubricants and specialties sales Aviation fuels and lubricants

éﬁ Chemical sales Marine fuels and lubricants

Lubes blending plant

LPG sales % Employees




active in over 30 countries
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Main

Presence Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia

Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia

4

830

Sales

700

Started Egypt, 1802

DR T
Main
Presence

st
anvevesavvisaravysanseveaanvonn

Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritius

(Es3) Mobil 260
@ % Sales
400
Started Ethiopia, 1962

e

i Proud to be
African.
ExxonMobil has
been part of Africa
for over 100 years.
Operations started
in Egypt in 1802.

Back to the class room.
Considerable time and effort is devoted
fo providing training for our staff.

Help &

Mobil Oil Zambia has

Mozambigue, South Africa, launched a program to

Zambia, Zimbabwe

ers and children under

to malaria.

Sales

330

Malawi, 1950

§ Zambia: Help us the understanding of how

treated bed nets can prevent
the spread of the disease.

The ExxonMobil Foundation

distribute insecticide-treated  has pledged to give funds,
bed nets to pregnant moth- but the public will be able to

five, help too. For every liter pur-

the group most vuinerable chased, a percentage of the

income will be donated to
the cause.

The campaign not only ams
to educate the population

on the causes and danger L‘QLP u§ @@ h@k?

of malaria, but also to raise
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ExxonMabil Chemical in Africa
can supply a wide range of
chemical products ranging from
polyethylene to synthetic rub-
ber. These products provide the
raw materials for thousands of
consumer items like shopping
bags, greenhouse film, plastic

bottles, household containers,
pipes and tires.

The Chemical division has sales
offices in Egypt, Kenya,
Morocco and South Africa, but
our products are supplied
throughout Africa.

ExxonMobil Aviation started in
Tunisia in 1804 and has grown
extensively since. We currently
supply 6.2 million barrels of jet
fuel per year, giving us an aver-
age market share of 25% at 57
airports located in 27 African
countries. In aviation lubricants,
ExxonMobil is a market leader

with 60% market share. In addi-
tion, we supply the intemational
fuel requirements of a large
number of African airlines
through our network of over 700
airports worldwide.

Our most recent success in April
2003 has been the formation of

a new aviation fuels marketing
company, called Exelem Aviation
{Pty) Ltd, to sell jet fuel in
Johannesburg, the largest airport
in Africa. Exelem is a joint ven-
ture between ExxonMobil and
Exel, a South African black
empowered oil company.

lubricants

The Marine division of fuels and
lubricants is by its very nature a
global business, and it is one
that ExxonMobil has been
closely involved with for over

100 years. With coverage in
over 60 African ports,
ExxonMobil is the undisputed
market leader with 40% market
share. Our main customers are

g Care on the road #

Africa has some serious road
accident statistics, with a
fatality rate ranging from 50
to 100 times higher than in
Europe.

ExxonMobil has rolled out a
total road safety program that

aims to reduce fatalities and
accidents to zero. Our program
includes defensive driving
courses for all drivers and full
vehicle compliance with the
corporation's werld standards.

Drive safely.

Each driver (employee and contractor)

of an ExxonMobil vehicle must pass
the internationally renowned ‘Smith
Defensive Driving Course.’

not only with the large shipping
lines, but also with the local
fishing industries.
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Contributing to Africa

While Africa brings her valued
resources to the table, so too
does ExxonMobil strive to con-
tribute. We want to help develop
prosperous, stable communities
and believe that good corporate
citizenship and best business
practices are among our most
important exports. We also con-
tribute through employment and
training, by generating revenue
for governments and by deploy-
ing our technology and capital to
unlock the rich oil basins.

N

ExxonMobil also has a long tra-
dition of working with the com-
munities where we operate. We
support numerous projects in
partnership with local govern-
ments and aid organizations.
They help provide electricity and
water for villages, build schools,

improve heaith care services and
assist in combating malaria.
They also provide opportunities
to small businesses and build
local capacity. And they support
infrastructure projects such as
bridge construction, power gen-
eration and fresh water projects.

Our Commitment to
Responsible Business Practices

ExxonMobil is committed to run-
ning a business that is responsi-
ble as well as profitable. How we
achieve results is as important
as the results themselves.

We strongly believe that corpo-
rations have an important role to
play in promoting respect for
human rights. ExxonMobil con-
demns human rights abuses.
We make it clear to all of our
employees and contractors - as
well as military forces that pro-
vide security to our operations -
that human rights violations will
not be tolerated. Qur Standards
of Business Conduct establish
our approach and are consistent
with the spirit and intent of the
principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
insofar as they apply to private
companies.

In all our business dealings, we

seek fairness and expect the
highest ethical behavior. We will
advocate the rule of law and be
in full compliance with the law
ourselves. ExxonMobil opposes
corruption in any form. We are
firmty committed to honest and
ethical behavicr.

£ Lead in fuel
phase-out §

The World Health Organization,
the World Bank and the United
Nations Environment Program

have made the phasing out of

lead in fuel a high priority.

ExxonMobil has played a pivo-
tal role securing the Dakar
Declaration, and agreement to
phase out leaded gasoline in
Sub-Saharan Africa by 2005.

cople:

Wherever we operate, employ-
ment and advancement at
ExxonMobil are based on a
person’s ability to perform.
Wages are fair and competitive,
and we strive 1o aftract and
retain superior performers. In
Africa, we employ about 5,000
people (97% of whom are
African) and another 8,900 con-
tractors. This doesn’t include
the personnel at our service

and their potential

stations, which provide income
for more than 40,000 families.

The level of education of many
of our employees is impressive.
But regardless of the high level
of training they start cut with,
ExxonMebil's objective is to
provide continued growth and
development opportunities
through training activities and
programs.

Over the last 10 years many

of our managers have been
promoted from within Africa.
For example, in our retail
operations two thirds of our
senior managers are now
African, up from around half
five years ago. Our goal is to
further increase these numbers
within the next 10 years.




REGIONAL OFFICES

Hermesiaan 2

1831 Machelen
Belgium

Tel.: + 322722 2111
Fax: + 3227222780

! 1t r ExxonMobi
Exploration, Development and Production in
Afi
800 Bell
Houston, Texas 77002
U.S.A.

Tel.: + 1713 656 3636
Fax: + 1 713 656 6267

mammﬁmmmw - Africa & M E
2, rue des Martinets

92 569 Ruell Malmalson Cedex

FRANCE

Tel: +33 1 4710 5258

Fax: +33 1 4710 5848
www.exxonmobil.com/lubes/marine/

Lubricants - Eur Afri Middle East

Uraniastrasse 40

8001 Zurich

SWITZERLAND

Tel.: +41 1 214 4220

Fax: +41 1 214 4331
www.exxonmovil.com/iubes/aviation/

. -
WWW ce/Middle East Fusl S
ExxonMobil House (Mailpoint 27}

Ermyn Way

Leatherhead

Surrey KT22 8UX

UNITED KINGDOM

Tel.: +44 1372 22 2000

Fax: +44 1372 22 5810
www.exxonmobilaviation.com

Regi for E Mobil Marine E
ExxonMobil House (Mailpoint 27}

Ermyn Way

Leatherhead

Surrey KT22 8UX

UNITED KINGDOM

Tel.: +44 8705 180 380

Fax: +44 8705 180 280

COUNTRY OFFICES

Fuels Marketing and Lubricants
& Specialties main officas

CAMEBOON
Mobil Oil Cameroon
B.P 4085

7 Rue Joffre

Douala

CAMERQON

Tel.: +237 343 51 00

Fax: +237 342 28 54/343 51 11

IVORY COAST

Mobil Oil Céte d'lvoire
Route de Petit Bassam
15 BP 900 Abidjan 15

IVORY COAST

Tel.: +225 21 75 3700

Fax: +225 21 75 3800

EGYPT

ExxonMobll Egypt (S.AE)

1097 Cornish Ei-Nil Street
Garden City

Cairo

EGYPT

Tel.: +20 2 795 48 50/51/52/53/54
Fax: +20 2 785 49 84/82 21

ETHIOPIA

Mobil Ol East Africa Lid.
Debre Zeit Road
Woreda 19, Kebela 48,
House No. 002/69

PQ. Box 1365

Addis Ababa

ETHIOPIA

Tel: +2561 165 11 25
Fax: +251 1 8510 39

GHANA

Mobil Olf Ghana Lid.

Maobil House

25 tiberia Road

PO. Box 450

Accra

GHANA

Tel.: +233 21 664821/4

Fax: +233 21 664925/688513

KENYA

Mobil Cit Kenya
Muthaiga Road

P.O. Box 64800
Nairobi

KENYA

Tel.: +254 2 376 78 42
Fax: +254 2 252 858

MAURITIUS

Esso Maurltius Ltd.
Chaussée Tromelin
PO. Box 396

Port Louis, Quay D
MAURITIUS

Tel.: + 230 216 4040
Fax: + 230 240 4042

MOROCCO

Mobil Oil Maroc

23 rue Alfal Ben Abdallah
Casaklanca 20000

MOROCCO

Tel.; +212 22 22 41 73/20 16 50

MOZAMBIQUE

fMobil Oil Mozambique
Avenida 25 de Setembro 1725
2 Andar Caixa Postal 207
Maputo

MOZAMBIQUE

Yel.: + 258 1 307 230/231/233
Fax: + 258 1 307 232/234

NIGERIA

Mabil Oil Nigeria plc
Mabil House

Lekki Expressway
Victoria Isiand

PM.B. 12054

Lagos

NIGERIA

Tel.: + 234 1 262 1640/9
Fax: + 234 12621733

SENEGAL

Mabil Oif Senegal
Boulevard du Centenaire de
la Commune de Dakar

P.Q. Bax 227

Dakar

SENEGAL

Tel.: +221 859 30 00

Fax: +221 859 31 00

| |
ExxonMobil South Africa
ExxortMobil House
218 Roan Crescent
Sage Corporate Park North
Randjiesfontein Midrand
P.O. Box 78043
SOUTH AFRICA
Tel.: +27 11 237 4500
Fax: +27 11 237 4510

TUNISIA

ExxonMobil Tunisie
Immeuble Enouzha 2

Rug 8301 Cité Montplaisir
1002 Tunis Belvedere
Tunis

TUNISIA

Tel.: +218 71 951 510

Mobi! Oil Zambia Ltd.
Mungwi Road

PO. Box 30431

Lusaka

ZAMBIA

Tel.: +2680 1 241 926/244 246
Fax: +260 1 244 166

ZIMBABWE

Mobit Oil Zimbabwe Ltd.
Pegasus House

52/54 Samara Mache! Avenue
PO. Box 791

Harare

ZIMBABWE

Tel.: +263 4 791 641/8
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Malaria: stopping a killer

ExxonMobil joins fight to find new drugs,
prevent spread of deadly disease

by Salley Shannon

deaths caused by malsria

occur insub-Saharan

Africa, where ExsxenMoebil

“is contributing to enti-
‘malsria efforts in five -

~countries. The inset photo.
shows an adult Anopheles
miosqutta, carier of the
daadly dissase.

Malaria, a debilitating and often fatal disease, is staging an
alarming comeback.

Although eradicated in many regions in the 1950s, the growing
resistance of the malaria parasite to available drugs makes the
disease a major public health concern in developing countries.

It infects an estimated 300 to 500 million people. The number of
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Furthermore, some 40 percent of the world’'s population is at risk
of catching the disease.

As ExxonMobil has pursued oil development in West Africa that
will provide decades of energy for the world, it has seen firsthand
the toll that malaria is taking on Africans. Indeed, 90 percent of
all deaths caused by malaria occur in African countries south of
the Sahara.

Babies, children and pregnant women are especially vulnerable.

“Malaria kills, on average, three children a day in this hospital,”
says Dr. Luis Bernadino, director of Angola’s Pediatric Hospital
of Luanda. “But in the rainy season, admissions of children ill
with the disease double, and the death toll is much higher.”

In countries where malaria is endemic, virtually every adult has it
and can fall ill many times a year with flu-like symptoms.

Some researchers think the gross national product of African
nations would be a third higher by now had malaria been halted
30 years ago.

Although the scourge of HIV/AIDS infection in sub-Saharan
Africa has lately captured headlines, malaria takes an equal
unremitting toll.

Schoolchildren in Equaterial Guinea display mosquite bed nets that
were distributed with funding help from Mobil Equatorial Guinea.

Medicines lose effectiveness

Drugs can make malaria infection less likely. However, in recent
years resistance to them has outpaced the development of new
treatments.
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“The cheapest antimalarial drug, Chloroquine, is rapidly losing
its effectiveness in almost all affected countries,” says Dr.
Steven Phillips, ExxonMobil’s international medical director.
“Malaria has come surging back with a vengeance.”

In Africa, rising numbers of people affected by malaria strain
already hard-pressed public health services. The disease
causes major losses in work time and days off from school.

“The cost of prevention can eat up as much as a quarter of a
family’s income,” says Phillips. “Many people can'’t afford
medicine at all, so they just.suffer — over and over again.”

ExxonMoebil’s Dr. Adel Girgis meets with residents of Kome village in
Chad to explain the causes of malarisa and such preventive steps a3
the proper use of bad nets.

) Key ventures funded
... Late last year, Harry Longwell, ExxonMobil director and
executive vice president, made sure the company’s own internal
malaria-fighting program for employees was in exemplary order,
He then committed the company to foster progress in global
malaria prevention and control.

In April, the ExxonMobil Foundation announced a $1 million
grant to the Harvard Malaria Initiative, plus $300,000 for the
Medicines for Malaria Venture. Also, ExxonMobil teams are
working with host governments and the |local Roll Back Malaria
(RBM) campaigns in Angola, Cameroon, Chad, Equatorial
Guinea and Nigeria to identify where the company can make the
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greatest difference. ExxonMobil has a signiticant presence in
each of these countries.

The Harvard Malaria Initiative focuses on basic scientific
research. The research team, headed by Dr. Dyann Wirth, is
capitalizing on a recent breakthrough: the sequencing of the
malaria parasite’s genome (or genetic structure).

By looking at the ways genes change, scientists may be able to
get a “heads up” on resistance, she notes. “No one has ever
done this before.”

Another major focus of the Harvard initiative is the development
of young African scientists.

“They receive fine training in the basic sciences in their own
countries,” says Wirth. “They come to us for specialty training in
genomics. This sharing of knowledge will be what allows us to
pass from academic hypothesis to actual tools for fighting this
disease.”
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The Medicines for Malaria Venture is a public-private partnership
established as a nonprofit
Switzerland-based foundation.
It funds projects that bring
together researchers in
academia, such as Wirth and
her team, and pharmaceutical
companies to discover and
develop antimalaria drugs.

Christopher Hentschel, who
heads the venture, notes that
while many companies do
business in malaria-endemic
areas, ExxonMobil is the only
nonpharmaceutical firm “to
show real leadership in the
fight against malaria in sub-
Saharan Africa.”

The venture hopes to bring e “

one new antimalaria drug to Dr. Luis Bernadino {right}, dirsctor
. . of the Pediatric Hogpital of

market every five years. This Luanda, Angola, receives a truck-

will be a challenge because it  Ioad of béd nets and antimalaria

costs millions to develop a new medicine from Dean Gutiormson,

medicine; yet poor nations Esso Angola director.

have littie money to spend on

even the most necessary drugs.

RBM is a joint initiative of the UN Development Program,
UNICEF, the World Bank and the World Health Organization
(WHO). Its work within individual countries is led by officials of
each country’s health service. Now ExxonMobil personnel in
each of the five target countries have joined their efforts.

Each in-country RBM group decides on ways to combat malaria
and sets goals for providing access to reliable diagnosis and
treatment services and insecticide-treated bed nets. Health
education, however, is a universal component. Many people
simply don't realize that the bite of an infected female Anopheles
mosquito is the source of their malaria misery.
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At the National Institute of Bedicat Research In Lagos, Nigeria,
researchers associated with the Roll Back Malaria program prepare
prepackaged doses of antimalaria drugs.

Partners in progress

“The important thing to realize about RBM in Chad is that it is not
our program. We don't take over,” says Dr. Adel Girgis, an
ExxonMobil doctor. “Instead, we assist the Ministry of Health
RBM program in the oil field development area.”

Girgis says the team is looking forward to receiving 32,000 bed
nets that have been ordered. Using bed nets impregnated with
_insecticide is a simple but effective way to reduce malaria
incidence. Each net costs about $4 and can keep up to three
sleepers from being bitten.

Nurses who already work for Chad’s national health service will
go into villages, meet with the local population, offer preventive
malaria health education, and then give out bed nets, one to a
house. A year later, the nurses will return to teach the owners of
the bed nets how to dip them in insecticide and dry them.

“We haven’t decided whether the nets will be free to villagers,”
Girgis adds. “If we do charge, it will be enough to make them
seem valuable, but still be within the budget of most families.”
The amount they are thinking of charging? Sixteen cents.

In Equatorial Guinea, malaria causes some 80 percent of the
deaths of children under 5. Accordingly, Mobil Equatorial Guinea
has focused its RBM program on the distribution of bed nets to
families with children in this age group. Many national
employees have volunteered to help with the bed net
distribution.

The Angolan National Malaria Control Program was formally
launched earlier this year. “We're now in the early stages of
seeing concrete activities,” says Helena David, ExxonMobil
Public Affairs representative in Luanda.

“The last rainy season was very bad here,” adds David. “We had

standing water everywhere, and a crisis developed at the local
pediatric hospital. They were seeing 300 children with malaria a
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agay. AS pdalit 01 our coliapordlon witln uie vinistry or aeditn,
ExxonMobil donated emergency medications.”

L. Maria Martinelli, a nun and surgeon at 5t. Joseph Hospital in
Bebedjia, Chad, examines a sick child. Esso Chad has worked closely
with the hospital, funding vaccination programs, laboratory
eouipment and training for the Rolt Back Malaria program.

It can be conquered

Malaria can be controlled — and then eradicated. The proof
exists in the United States, where malaria was endemic until the
1950s. In fact, the Centers for Disease Control began as the
government agency assigned to track and treat malaria.

“It's so interesting to me that ExxonMobil, alone among
corporations, is taking a leadership role in fighting this disease,”
observes Harvard's Dr. Wirth.

‘It strikes me that the vision required to develop new antimalaria
drugs and get them to market, and indeed this whole effort to
end malaria’s grip, requires the same sort of vision ExxonMobil
must have to stay in business. if you want to have energy in 20
years, start now.

“Knowledge is important. Money is important. But first comes the
vision.”

Next Page p
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Media Statement - ExxonMobil Response to 60 Minutes Program on Eq
Guinea

ExxonMobil has a substantial and profitable production base as well as
significant growth potential in West Africa. in Equatorial Guinea, we hold
interests in two offshore deepwater blocks covering one miillion gross
acres. Our presence there provides jobs and financial support for many
community activities, amounting to more than $4 miliion in recent years.

Many of the projects in which ExxonMobil's affiliate is involved are in
partnership with the government and include school projects, community
education programs and health initiatives.

Unfortunately 60 Minutes chose not to share any of this information or our
responses to their inquiries with their viewers. Below are our media
statement and answers to 60 Minutes direct inquiries for your information.

Media Statement Regarding 60 Minutes Equatorial Guinea Story

The Equatorial Guinea government and its people have benefited and will
continue to benefit from the successful growth in development and
production at the Zafiro field. Our payments to the government include
royalty oil and substantial income taxes under the terms of the Production
Sharing Contract (PSC). We pay wages, benefits and salaries to our
Eqguatorial Guinea national employees. In addition, we and our co-venturer
support community and social projects beyond the requirements of our
contract with the government.

Oil exploration and development is speculative and has varying degrees of
risk and return.

Agreements with governments reflect the best information available to all
parties regarding the perceived risk, market conditions, probability of
success, and expected investment.

Mobil Equatorial Guinea Inc. (MEGI) and our co-venturer have assumed all
the risk and have made all the capital investment associated with each
stage of development at Zafiro. As is typical throughout the industry for
such contracts, the PSC was structured to aliow MEG!| and its co-venturer
to recoup their investment in the early years. However under the
agreement, the government's share will increase substantially in the out
years.

General Statement to 60 Minutes

ExxonMobil is firmly committed to honest and ethical behavior. We pledge
to be a good corpoerate citizen in all the places we operate worldwide. We
maintain the highest ethical standards, obey all applicable laws and
regulations, and respect local and national cuitures.

Our ethics policy is clear-cut, straightforward and applied without
exception. We require everyone associated with the company - directors,
officers, employees and suppliers acting on our behalf - to observe the
highest ethical standards. Our reputation for scrupulous dealing is a
priceless company asset.

60 Minutes question

As it is currently conceived, our report states that major U.S. oil
companies,including ExxonMobil, have been depositing money into an
account at the Riggs Bank controlled by President Obiang. Further, it
suggests that it is not at all apparent that those funds are benefiting the
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people of Equatorial Guinea. Our questions in this respect are:

a. Has ExxonMobil been depositing funds into an account at the Riggs
Bank controlied by President Obiang?

b. Has ExxonMobil taken any steps to ensure that some portion of the
money it is paying to the Government of Equatorial Guinea goes to the
people of the country, and not only or primarily to President Obiang and the
ruling clan?

ExxonMobil response

Payments by companies for tax and other legal obligations commonly are
made to general treasury accounts of governments. These accounts are
often in banks located in the U.S.

Companies making such payments do not know, nor would they expect to
receive, private information such as signatories to those accounts from the
banks.

We can confirm that ExxonMobil's affiliate in Equatorial Guinea makes
payments in U.S. dollars to an account of the General Treasury of
Equatorial Guinea at the Riggs Bank in Washington, D.C. for required tax
and legal obligations in that country. These payments are made as required
under our contracts with the government of Equatorial Guinea.

The government of Equatorial Guinea receives its royalties in kind (that is
payment in barrels of crude oil) and then sells the crude oil on open
markets. Questions regarding this matter should be directed to the
Government of Equatorial Guinea.

60 Minutes question
Has ExxonMobil made any direct contributions for social programs in
Equatorial Guinea?

Please detail the amounts and nature of such expenditures, and when such
expenditures were made. VWhat proportion of the total expenditures of
ExxonMobil in Equatorial Guinea do these social expenditures represent?

ExxonMobil response

ExxonMobil seeks to improve the quality of life in the communities in which
it operates. In addition to the benefits that local residents receive from jobs
as a result of our presence in the country, the company is involved in
providing financial support for many community activities, amounting to
more than $4 million in recent years. Many of the community projects in
which ExxonMobil's affiliate is involved are in partnership with the
Government. These activities include:

® Support for local school projects
O Partnership with NGOs en community education programs
O Partnership with Arcadia University in the US for distance
learning programs
o Technical training, university scholarships, and school
library construction
O English language training
¢ Partnership with WHO & Ministry of Health in malaria control
programs
O Support of polio and HIV/AIDS programs
O Facilitation of medical equipment and supply donations to
the Ministry of Health
O Participate in local health clinic upgrades
e Logistical support for the Primate Protection Program
o Construction of a park in urban Los Angeles (Bioko Island)
O Infrastructure such as bridge construction, electrical power
generation, and civic planning
e Construction of utility lines to bring fresh water to several local
villages
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DIVISION OF CORPORATION FINANCE
INFORMAL PROCEDURES REGARDING SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

The Division of Corporation Finance believes that its responsibility with respect to
matters arising under Rule 14a-8 (17 CFR 240.14a-8], as with other matters under the proxy
rules, is to aid those who must comply with the rule by offering informal advice and suggestions
and to determine, initially, whether or not it may be appropriate in a particular matter to
recommend enforcement action to the Commission. In connection with a shareholder proposal
under Rule 14a-8, the Division’s staff considers the information furnished to it by the Company
in support of its intention to exclude the proposals from the Company’s proxy materials, as well
as any information furnished by the proponent or the proponent’s representative.

Although Rule 14a-8(k) does not require any communications from shareholders to the
Commission’s staff, the staff will always consider information concerning alleged violations of
the statutes administered by the Commission, including argument as to whether or not activities
proposed to be taken would be violative of the statute or rule involved. The receipt by the staff
of such information, however, should not be construed as changing the staff’s informal
procedures and proxy review into a formal or adversary procedure.

It is important to note that the staff’s and Commission’s no-action responses to
Kule 14a-8(j) submissions reflect only informal views. The determinations reached in these no-
action letters do not and cannot adjudicate the merits of a company’s position with respect to the
proposal. Only a court such as a U.S. District Court can decide whether a company is obligated
to include shareholder proposals in its proxy materials. Accordingly a discretionary
determination not to recommend or take Commission enforcement action, does not preclude a
proponent, or any shareholder of a company, from pursuing any rights he or she may have
against the company in court, should the management omit the proposal from the company s
proxy material.




February 27, 2004

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance

Re:  Exxon Mobil Corporation
Incoming letter dated January 15, 2004

The proposal requests the ExxonMobil provide an addendum to its 2005 annual
report that includes information about its operations in Equatorial Guinea.

We are unable to concur in your view that ExxonMobil may exclude the proposal
under rule 14a-8(i)(3). Accordingly, we do not believe that ExxonMobil may omit the
proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(1)(3).

We are unable to concur in your view that ExxonMobil may exclude the proposal
under rule 14a-8(i)(7). Accordingly, we do not believe that ExxonMobil may omit the
proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(7).

We are unable to concur in your view that ExxonMobil may exclude the proposal
under rule 14a-8(i)(10). Accordingly, we do not believe that ExxonMobil may omit the
proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(10).

Sincerely,

(il I S f e

Lesli L. Sheppard-Warren
Attorney-Advisor




